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INTRODUCTION
The common swift is an amber listed bird of conservation concern in Ireland and across Europe. Swifts come to Ireland’s
towns to breed, arriving in late April and departing in late August each year. They are faithful to their nest sites, returning to
the same specific nest hole for the duration of their life, it is known as a traditional nest site.
The Swift exists in our towns without causing any public nuisance.
They do not leave any droppings under the nests, making them an ideal town inhabitant.
They do us a good service by consuming millions of flying insects.
This report presents the results of surveys of Roscommon town undertaken by members of Roscommon Tidy Towns with
training and guidance from Lynda Huxley of Swift Conservation Mayo.
The aim of the surveys was : To identify as many as possible active swift nest site locations
Evening surveys took place in the months of June, July and August 2015.

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO FACILITATE NESTING SWIFTS?
In the Republic of Ireland, swift numbers have declined by over 40% in the past twenty years. The main cause of this
decline is loss of breeding sites. They nest mostly in old buildings in towns but, as we will see with the site of Roscommon
Castle, they also nest in historic buildings. Their traditional nests can usually be found at the top of walls or in cavities in
stone walls or brick work. They gain access to the tops of walls by climbing behind the fascia board. When repairs or
renovation work are carried out to roofs and guttering or when stone/brick walls are repointed, the birds can no longer gain
access to their traditional nesting sites. Since swifts are colonial birds, repair or renovation work will often affect more
than one pair of birds.
Swifts now rely mostly on the buildings in our towns for their nest sites. In order to secure the future of the common swift
in Ireland we must ensure that their traditional nest sites are retained and protected and provide new nest sites so that the
population can recover. They have just one clutch of two (max three) chicks each year so population build up is slow.
Surveys were carried out in Roscommon town to identify the buildings where traditional nest sites are located so that these
can be preserved for future generations of this amazing bird.
This report contains the following information:



Map of the town showing locations where breeding sites were located during surveys carried out in 2015
Picture and detail of each site. Swift nest sites are indicated with arrows.

Information explaining how to ensure the preservation of traditional nest sites and how to set up nest box projects thus
creating new nest sites can be found on the website www.swiftconservation.ie.

TRADITIONAL NEST SITES
Try to follow these rules when working on buildings where there are swift nest sites :
1. Do not work on the part of the building where nest sites are located while the swifts are nesting (late April to late August)
2. Leave existing nest entrance holes undisturbed by any works e.g. do not repoint, do not spray weed killer etc.
3. Preserve the swifts' nest access holes or make new ones to match the old exactly
4. Do not block access with scaffold when swifts are nesting and do not net or wrap areas where there are nest sites .
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ROSCOMMON TOWN OVERVIEW
NUMBER OF NEST SITE ENTRANCES LOCATED IN THE TOWN : 37

MAIN BREEDING SITES IN THE TOWN: Roscommon Castle and Sacred
Heart Hospital

SITE 1: MARY RAFTERY JEWELLERS, MARKET SQUARE (5 PAIRS)
SITE 2: METHODIST CHURCH (6 PAIRS)
SITE 3: CONVENT OF MERCY (4 PAIRS)
SITE 4: ROSCOMMON CASTLE (APPROX 10 PAIRS)
SITE 5: SACRED HEART HOSPITAL, GOLF LINKS RD (12 PAIRS)

COMMENTS
Thirty-seven nest holes were located at five locations in
Roscommon Town.
The population is relatively healthy but efforts should be made to
secure the future of the ‘traditional’ sites. In addition nest box
projects should be established to provide nest sites for new
breeding colonies to expand the town’s population of swifts.
There are probably other buildings with swift nests but the ones
recorded in this report are the main ones. Further survey work
can add to the information provided in this report.
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MAP OF ROSCOMMON TOWN

1. Mary Raftery Jewellers,
Market Square

2. Methodist church
4. Roscommon Castle
3. Convent of Mercy
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5. Sacred Heart Hospital
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SITE 1: MARY RAFTERY JEWELLERS SHOP, MARKET SQUARE
GRID REF : M 87382 64575
NEST ENTRANCES = 5
The swift nest sites are accessed behind the fascia board between the rafters. They are all located on the side of the building
down the alley. The birds were viewed entering the nest sites from Market Square pavement.

Front view of Mary Raftery Shop

View of roof line nearest the front of the
shop
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SITE 2: METHODIST CHURCH, CHURCH ST.
GRID REF : M 87285 64454
NEST ENTRANCES = 6
The building is listed on the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage http://www.buildingsofireland.ie/niah. It is a
limestone building that was constructed around 1860.
The swift nest sites are located where the rafters meet the stone work (see diagramme and photograph below). Birds were
seen entering at six separate locations.
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SITE 3: CONVENT OF MERCY, CONVENT ROAD
GRID REF : M 86915 64165
NEST ENTRANCES = 4
The building is listed on the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage http://www.buildingsofireland.ie/niah. It is a
limestone building that was constructed around 1850. The building now houses Meánscoil Muire gan Smál (Convent of
Mercy) secondary school.
The swift nest sites are located where the rafters meet the stone work (see diagramme and photograph below). Birds were
seen entering at four separate locations.

SITE 1 – WITH 2 NEST ENTRANCES

SITE 2 – WITH 1 NEST ENTRANCE
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Site 1

Site 2

Site 3
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SITE 4: ROSCOMMON CASTLE
GRID REF : M 87187 65101
NEST ENTRANCES = approx. 10
Roscommon Castle is owned and managed by the Office of Public Works (OPW). It is a very exciting site for nesting swifts
because it is a similar scenario to the Wailing Wall in Israel with swifts nesting in gaps between the stonework. At the
Wailing Wall a welcome home ceremony is held each year to celebrate the return of the birds to their breeding site.
At the castle the swift nest sites are located in the wall of the castle to the left of the entrance to the castle ruins. There are
approximately 10 nesting pairs using this wall. The nest site entrances are in gaps in the mortar between the stoneswork.
COMMENTS
It is important that this wall is not repointed otherwise nest holes could inadvertently be blocked up. Also, it is important
that weed-killer is not sprayed on this wall during the swift nesting season i.e. late April to late August. A copy of this
report will be supplied to OPW’s Conservation Architect for the site, Michele O’Dea.
At the moment the castle is not lit up by night-time floodlights. It is important that the wall where the swifts are nesting
should not be floodlit, especially in the breeding season when the birds are present and nesting. Lights shining on the wall
can make it difficult, if not impossible, for birds when entering and leaving their nest holes. The nest holes are usually only
around 30mm x 60 mm in size so approach and entry has to be very accurate.
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SITE 5: SACRED HEART HOSPITAL, GOLF LINKS ROAD
GRID REF : M 87831 63742
NEST ENTRANCES = 11
The building in which the Sacred Heart Hospital is housed was build in the 1840s. The building is listed on the National
Inventory of Architectural Heritage http://www.buildingsofireland.ie/niah. It is currently occupied by the Western Health
Board.
To retain the swift nest entrances in this complex of buildings it would essential that the stonework is not repointed at the
site of the entrances.
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East Facing North Gable

East Facing South Gable
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North Facing Elevation

South Facing Elevation
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West Facing (South End Gable)
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