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SWIFT SURVEY REPORT 2024 

BALLA 
 

 

 

 

Site 
No. 

Address Natural 
Nests 
Occupied 

Nest Boxes 
E=external 
B= Built-in 

Nest Boxes   
Occupied 

Building Type Protected 
Structure 

1 Secondary School 0 16 - B 0 Public No 

2 Community Centre 0 3 - E 1 Community No 

       

 TOTALS 0 16-B, 3-E 1   

 

 

 

Balla Summary Table 
Total Occupied Nests (natural and boxes) 1 
No. External Nest Boxes available  3 

No. Built-in Nest Boxes available 16 

No. External Nest Boxes occupied 1 

No. Built-in Nest Boxes occupied 0 

No. Natural nests occupied 0 
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Site No. 1 : Community Secondary School, Moat 
Use of Building  Secondary School 

Eircode F23 KT65 

Spatial Reference 53.80639439,-9.13855433 

Protected Structure No 

Natural Nest Sites 1 pre 2024 – 2024 survey found site was blocked off by pipe 

No. Nest Boxes 16 (Vivara GZ 03 built into new school extension 2022) 

No. Occupied Nest Boxes 0 

Aspect of Nests NE 

Swifts seen flying 3 

Total Occupied Nests 0 

 

A nest box project was funded through a Heritage Council grant in 2021.  This has provided 16 built-in Woodstone 

Swift Nest Box Deep GZ03.  The project was completed in 2022 and the attraction calls playing from the 2023 

season. During the 2024 survey, 3 Swifts observed on two occasions flying close to the built-in nest boxes 

 

1a. Aeria l View of school locat ion  
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1b. Two gables each with 8 bui lt -in GZ03 nest  boxes –  entrances are staggered  

 

1c. Builders holding samples of the nest boxes GZ 03 
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Site No 2 : Community Resource Centre, The Square 
 

Use of Building  Community Centre 

Eircode F23 A303 

Spatial Reference 53.80506707, -9.13115948 

Protected Structure No 

Natural Nest Sites None 

No. Nest Boxes  3  

No. Occupied Nest Boxes 1 

Aspect of Nests NE 

Swifts seen flying 5 

Total Occupied Nests 1 

 

Nest Box Project: 
The nest box initiative commenced in September 2017, funded by a donation to Swift Conservation Mayo, with 

installation coordinated by Balla Tidy Towns. Attraction calls were first played in 2018, and the nest box utilized is a 

Genesis triple compartment. Since 2021, a pair of Swifts has consistently occupied Box 1 (the left-hand box) during 

the breeding season. In 2024, occupancy of this nest box was verified by Jarek Majkusiak using an infra-red camera 

and visual observation. 

 

2a. Swift  entering nest  box        
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 2b. locat ion of nest  box  

 

 

2c. Signboard on exterior wall of  the Community Resource Centre  
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