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Natural Nest Boxes  Nest Boxes Building Type Protected
Nests E=external Occupied Structure
Occupied B= Built-in
1 Secondary School 0 16 - B 0 Public No
Community Centre 0 3-E 1 Community No
TOTALS 0 16-B, 3-E 1

Balla Summary Table

Total Occupied Nests (natural and boxes)

No. External Nest Boxes available
No. Built-in Nest Boxes available
No. External Nest Boxes occupied
No. Built-in Nest Boxes occupied
No. Natural nests occupied
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Colony Type
External Boxes Nests
A Active Nests
Built-In Boxes Nests
Not Active
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County Mayo Common Swift Survey 2024
Map prepared by: Jarek Majkusiak
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Site No. 1: Community Secondary School, Moat

Use of Building Secondary School

Eircode F23 KT65

Spatial Reference 53.80639439,-9.13855433

Protected Structure No

Natural Nest Sites 1 pre 2024 — 2024 survey found site was blocked off by pipe
No. Nest Boxes 16 (Vivara GZ 03 built into new school extension 2022)
No. Occupied Nest Boxes 0

Aspect of Nests NE

Swifts seen flying 3

Total Occupied Nests 0

A nest box project was funded through a Heritage Council grant in 2021. This has provided 16 built-in Woodstone
Swift Nest Box Deep GZ03. The project was completed in 2022 and the attraction calls playing from the 2023
season. During the 2024 survey, 3 Swifts observed on two occasions flying close to the built-in nest boxes

built-in nest
boxes in new
annex

la. Aerial View of school location
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1c. Builders holding samples of the nest boxes GZ 03

Page 4 of 6 Swift Conservation Mayo 2024 Survey Report



Site No 2 : Community Resource Centre, The Square

Use of Building Community Centre
Fircode F23 A303

Spatial Reference 53.80506707, -9.13115948
Protected Structure No

Natural Nest Sites None

No. Nest Boxes 3

No. Occupied Nest Boxes 1

Aspect of Nests NE

Swifts seen flying

Total Occupied Nests 1

Nest Box Project:

The nest box initiative commenced in September 2017, funded by a donation to Swift Conservation Mayo, with
installation coordinated by Balla Tidy Towns. Attraction calls were first played in 2018, and the nest box utilized is a
Genesis triple compartment. Since 2021, a pair of Swifts has consistently occupied Box 1 (the left-hand box) during
the breeding season. In 2024, occupancy of this nest box was verified by Jarek Majkusiak using an infra-red camera

and visual obsetrvation.

2a. Swift entering nest box
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2b. location of nest box

THE AMAZING SWIFT NESTBOX

Common Swift Gabh soithe Apus apus PROJECT

TRAVEL ROUTES LIFE ON THE WING FINDING HOME FAMILY LIFE

The round trip to Africa They mm, sleep, They use the same site Chicks open their ayes 6
Is 14,000 milos! the wi for the rest of their lives. v days after hatching.

[EEITEN] Con reach speecs of 135 miles per hour and  [ETVIVTW Trey arrive from Africa ApeMay, leave i late Acg
Ty Conm e Buiope Sach 3pproach their nest site at 40 miles per hour  ERTTN Aerial spiders, midges. aphids and airbome insects
T very rapid wing-beats: 8 per second Lire They breed in Feland (isy €9gs ond rear chicks),
They can live for up to 20 years mostly in our towns.
Smak with sharp caws used 1o get to the nest m They stay with the same partner thoir whole iMe
They fly sbout 500 mies per day and during Thay coliect nest material while flying and stick
ts e the Swit wil travel 3 miliion mies t to0ether With salive to make & Cosy nest
[l They 200m about at very high speed. usualty (feathars, dry grass, dandeben clocks etc.)
screaming as they 9o in “screaming parties” (IR They use that same s for the rest of thew Ines

They make theie way back
unnummmm

They return te their nest
Shesln earty May, avound
P of 14,000 miles

Tha St 15 6 1 0f CONMVAION CONCEM dum t

DIOVIALON Becrease of Clote to S0% in the pait 20 years. I
Do incramsed by 10% n the lan few yeurs by the provision |

donavon and 5
Voporate compariments. Ataction coms wi by pred
15t flyng poderye high '4poed 55 the ot will e them Iocate our hesd bo

@ach year f1om May te end of August. Swifts have to find thew nest sits

town we aim to help grow the numbers of this amazing bird. This is an exciting project to enhance the urban
You can ind Out mare about this bird and where & breads in the county by visiting the Swift C

nn-u.uunm'nnu:wsmunwnmum.mnmmuummnuﬂni«myuuhmwuﬂumln
the biodiversity of

Welard website to

AHAz ING. MYSTERIOUS. VERY FAST. Batle 70 (S = BSY Swilts VS
EATS MILLIONS OF INSECTS W s’______, @ Y swiftconservation. |e/gm:t swiftcams

2c. Signboard on exterior wall of the Community Resource Centre
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