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Saving Bailieborough’s Swifts 
 

Projects carried out by local volunteer groups:  
 

Friends of Castle Lake Catchment  
and  

Killann Parish Green Group 
 
 

Autumn 2023  
 
The Friends of Castle Lake group decided at a committee meeting that it would be a great idea to get involved in a swift 
conservation project. Being aware of their status as a red listed bird there was great support from the group to take on this 
project to help ensure that we can halt their decline in the town. Following this contact was made with Lynda Huxley from 
Swift Conservation Ireland who provided us with help and advice whenever needed. 
 

Spring 2024  
 

To help us get a project going we received a donation of a swift box and caller to fit on a local school from OPW via Lynda 
Huxley. We then approached the Model Primary School to find out if they might be interested in getting involved in this 
project as the school building was ideal for swift box placement. Principal Myrtle Griffith and Rev Ian Horner were very 
interested in supporting this project along with Co Cavan Heritage Officer Ann Marie Ward. There was great excitement 
when the first swift box went up in early April and to celebrate this we visited the school to tell them all about swifts and the 
project.  
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Summer 2024  
 
BirdWatch Ireland East Cavan Swift Survey: We recorded swift activity around town throughout the summer months and 
met with Annie Birthwistle from BirdWatch Ireland when she visited the town to carry out the survey. The aim was to identify 
active nest sites on buildings in the town in order to protect them and to determine suitable locations for installing nest 
boxes to provide additional nesting opportunities. Encouragingly, a small but vulnerable breeding population was 
discovered in the town. 30 nests were recorded, scattered throughout the town mostly on private buildings. Annie followed 
up the survey work with a very informative swift presentation at Bailieborough Business Centre in August. 

 
 

 
 
 

Spring 2025 

With funding from Cavan Heritage, the group acquired eight Schwegler swift nest boxes and three caller systems. The 
boxes and sound systems were installed on three public buildings in Bailieborough. Thanks to Cavan Heritage, BirdWatch 
Ireland and Lynda Huxley of Swift Conservation Ireland for their help and support with this project.  

 

Church of Ireland - 3 boxes and caller fitted 
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Model School – 2 additional boxes fitted 

 

Bailieborough Library – 3 boxes and caller fitted 
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Summer 2025 
 
Swifts were observed checking out one of the boxes on the Model School. This was the first box put in place in 2024. 
Screaming parties were observed in the area and we were very pleased to see birds taking an interest in the boxes! We 
continued to monitor swift activity around town over the summer months. 
 
Heritage Week August 2025  
Minister for Nature, Heritage and Biodiversity Christopher O’Sullivan visited Co. Cavan during Heritage Week and took time 
out of his schedule to visit the Bailieborough Library and meet with members of the Friends of Castle Lake group to hear 
about our project. As a keen birder himself he took a great interest in the work we were doing in the town to save our swifts. 
We also hosted a swift awareness event in the library that evening. The plight of our house martins was also highlighted at 
this event. This event was well-attended and something we plan to continue to do year on year to increase awareness of 
these special summer visitors. 
 

 
Heritage Officer Ann Marie ward, Minister Niamh Smith and Brendan Jennings Cavan CoCo. accompany Minister O Sullivan on his visit. 

 
 

 
Library Manager Helen Kelly 
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Testimonials about the swift conservation projects 
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December 2025 
 
Killann Parish’s Green Group Swift Conservation Project: At an event in Cavan town the Co. Cavan 
biodiversity officer presented us with Vivara GZ10 swift boxes and callers to place on St Anne’s 
Church Killann and on St Anne’s Church and School, Bailieborough. This swift project was supported 
by the local biodiversity action fund through Cavan County Council and NPWS.  
 

 
Biodiversity Officer presents swift boxes to Co. Cavan Parish green groups  

outside the cathedral in Cavan town 
 

January 2026 
 
3 Swift boxes and a caller were fitted on St Anne’s School Bailieborough, and an additional 3 swift 
boxes and caller were fitted on St Anne’s Church, Bailieborough. 
 

 
St Anne’s School 
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St Anne’s Church 

 

March 2026 
 
3 Vivara GZ10 boxes and a caller were fitted on St Anne’s Church, Killann. In summer 2025 two 
natural nests had been discovered on this building, which is in a rural setting. 
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July 2026 
 
Swift Awareness Week Event at Bailieborough Library: The “Other” Taylor Swift. 
This beautiful short film was shown at Bailieborough Library during Swift Awareness Week. It was 
followed by a walk around town where we saw lots of swift activity. The film proved very popular and 
thanks to all who made donations on the night. 
 
 

 
 

 
Watching a screaming party of swifts at the Model school nest box site 

 
 



 9 

Summer 2026 Update 
 
Birds were noticed entering some of the nesting boxes at dusk at two locations in Bailieborough: 
Church of Ireland and the Model School. Screaming parties are being regularly observed at these 
sites. Bangers have been observed checking out the newly fitted Vivara boxes at St Anne’s School, 
Bailieborough. At Killann Church, breeding birds were present at natural nest sites on the building. 
One of the natural nest sites was taken over this year by starlings but thankfully the birds have 
discovered the newly fitted Vivara boxes. Bangers have been observed checking out the boxes and 
on a recent visit two birds were seen entering one of the boxes at dusk.  
 
In total we now have 7 locations with swift boxes in place. This includes a 17A schwegler box and 
caller donated to Bailieborough Courthouse. Both Groups will continue to monitor the swifts over the 
summer and to watch out for birds entering and leaving natural nest sites. We understand the 
importance of recording all active nests and will encourage the local community to get involved in 
saving swifts. 
 
 
 
 

 
 


